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Introduction

The term “internet sexuality” (or OSA, online sexual activities) refers to sexual-
related content and activities observable on the internet (cf. Adams, Oye, & Parker,
2003; Cooper, McLoughlin, & Campbell, 2000; Leiblum & Döring, 2002). It des-
ignates a variety of sexual phenomena (e.g., pornography, sex education, sexual
contacts) related to a wide spectrum of online services and applications (e.g.,
websites, online chat rooms, peer-to-peer networks). If an even broader range of
computer networks – such as the Usenet or bulletin board systems – is included in
this extensional definition, one speaks of “online sexuality” or “cybersexuality.”

This article presents an overview of the current state of research in internet sex-
uality. Over 450 relevant academic papers (primarily peer-reviewed journal articles)
published between 1993 and 2007 were identified in the databases PsycInfo (main-
tained by the American Psychological Association) and Web of Science (maintained
by Thomson Scientific). Spanning a period of 15 years, these publications deal
with pornography, sex shops, sex work, sex education, sex contacts, and sexual
subcultures on the internet (cf. Döring, 2009).

Pornography on the Internet

Explicit, potentially stimulating portrayals of sexual activity exist on the internet in
the form of photos and photo series, video clips and films, comics, and texts. Online
pornography is provided at websites both free of charge and for a fee. Websites
with adult content can be found with the help of pornography search engines (such
as www.sextracker.com) and directories (such as www.thehun.com). Pornographic
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material is also exchanged in peer-to-peer networks, online forums, and chat
channels. Alongside erotica/softcore (i.e., portrayals of naked individuals, simulated
sex) and hardcore pornography (portrayals of real sexual acts), illegal pornography
constitutes a third form of sexually explicit content available online (albeit to a lesser
extent). Online child pornography is extremely difficult to find for unsophisticated
users, as it is illegal in most countries (cf. Schell, Martin, Hung, & Rueda, 2007). For
this reason, child pornography is almost always sold or exchanged in closed circles
(publicly accessible depictions of “teen sex” normally involve participants over the
age of 18 years; Kuhnen, 2007; Lewandowski, 2003, p. 311). Violent pornography
is primarily offered on specialized websites for a fee. Animal pornography, on the
other hand, is relatively easy to find free of charge because it is legal in several
countries (Lewandowski, 2003, pp. 311–313).

Unique to the internet is the immense quantity and extremely wide range of
often free pornographic material accessible anonymously regardless of time or
place. These three characteristics of online pornography (anonymity, affordability,
and accessibility) are described as a “triple A-engine” that drives its use (Cooper,
1998). The digital format of internet pornography makes it easy for users to search
for specific images, archive them in great volume on their home computers, and
digitally modify them. The digital format of online pornography also allows users
to conveniently produce and distribute their own images. The quantity of cyber
pornography in relation to all other content on the internet is estimated at about 1%
(Zook, 2007, p. 106). Although small in relative terms, this figure still represents
many millions of files.

Production and Content of Online Pornography

At present, very few studies have systematically investigated the types and charac-
teristics of online pornography. Lack of critical attention has also been devoted to
providing a differentiated account of the processes and parties involved in its pro-
duction. The majority of pornography available online was professionally produced
(Cronin & Davenport, 2001). In this way, most commercial internet pornography
is a stereotypic product of the socio-economic working conditions of the so-called
adult industry (Heider & Harp, 2002; Mehta, 2001; Lewandowski, 2003).

Some professional porno actors maintain their own websites in order to
gain independent control over the conditions of production (Miller-Young, 2007;
Podlas, 2000). Many amateurs also release their self-produced pornography on
the internet (e.g., stories: www.asstr.org; photographs: www.altporn.net; videos:
www.youporn.com). It is not uncommon for amateur pornography to contain
authentic sexual encounters (“reality porn”; Hardy, 2008). In many cases amateur
pornography is also marked by a deliberate effort to develop thematic and aes-
thetic alternatives to mainstream pornography’s stereotypes (“alternative porn”).
Innovative pornographic depictions (such as pornography made for and by hetero-
sexual and homosexual women) are thus increasingly common on the internet
(Attwood, 2007; Schauer, 2005). The emancipatory potential of the internet is
contrasted by the greater ease with which illegal online pornography – such as
depictions of sexual violence – can be distributed (Gossett & Byrne, 2002).
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Usage and Users of Online Pornography

Today, the use of pornography in the Western world is common: A representative
study in Norway revealed that the majority of the male and female population
between 18 and 49 years of age has used pornographic magazines (men: 96%,
women: 73%), video films (m: 96%, w: 76%), or internet content (m: 63%, w:
14%) at least once previously (Træen, Nilsen, & Stigum, 2006, p. 248). In a con-
venience sample of students in Canada (average age: 20 years), 72% of male and
24% of female participants reported having used online pornography within the
last 12 months (Boies, 2002), p. 82). As is the case with offline pornography,
online pornography is primarily consumed by individuals in moments of solitude.
However, both forms of pornography are also used to a certain extent by couples
and groups of friends. The main reasons provided for the voluntary use of porno-
graphy are curiosity, sexual stimulation, masturbation, and enhancement of sex life
with partners.

Wanted access to online pornography needs to be differentiated from unwanted
exposure: A representative sample of adolescent internet users between the ages of
10 and 17 years in the United States revealed that 25% had unintentionally come
across online pornography in the last 12 months. One quarter (6%) were very dis-
comforted by the experience (Mitchell, Finkelhor, & Wolak, 2003, p. 9). Few studies
have investigated how children and adolescents handle both voluntary and involun-
tary exposure to pornographic material on a cognitive and emotional level, however.
There are various legal provisions, technical solutions (such as filtering software),
and educational programs aimed at protecting children and adolescents from online
pornography (Dombrowski, Gischlar, & Durst, 2007).

Effects of Online Pornography

In academic studies the discussed effects of online pornography are overwhelm-
ingly negative. It is argued, for example, that certain pathological inclinations
can be exacerbated by access to deviant pornographic material: The availability
of online child pornography is seen as encouraging the perception that pedosex-
ual behavior is normal, as pedosexuals sometimes use such material to justify
their own behavior or sway children to participate in illicit sexual acts (Quayle
& Taylor, 2002, cf. section “Sexual Subcultures on the Internet”). The ubiqui-
tous nature of online pornography can also lead to “cyberporn addiction,” i.e.,
compulsive or addictive behavior associated with the use of online pornography
(Daneback, Ross, & Månsson, 2006). An intensive preoccupation with online
pornography can negatively impact the quality of heterosexual relationships, both
sexually and emotionally (Manning, 2006). The use of online pornography in the
workplace can impair performance and potentially result in employee dismissal
(Cooper, Golden, & Kent-Ferraro, 2002). In addition, the use of online porno-
graphy is suspected to encourage negative attitudes toward marriage, family, and
monogamy and to foster promiscuous and risky sexual behavior (Lo & Wei, 2005;
Lam & Chan, 2007). In any event, studies have been unable to establish the
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existence of causal relationships to support this final claim. While liberal attitudes
toward sexuality may encourage an increased consumption of pornographic mate-
rial, the body of evidence marshaled to argue that negative consequences result from
pornography’s use is far from authoritative (Barak, Fisher, Belfry, & Lashambe,
1999). Moreover, claims of negative effects are often based on simple stimulus–
response or imitation models. Whether or not and in what manner pornographic
images are imitated by its users depends on numerous factors though, particularly
on the recipient’s evaluation of such practices and interpersonal communication and
consent (cf. Fisher & Barak, 2001). An empirical study of such processes has yet to
be undertaken.

The potential positive effects of online pornography – such as increased pleasure,
self-acceptance, and improved communication between sexual partners, in addition
to the widening of traditional sexual roles and scripts – have been the subject of very
little academic work to date (cf. Boies, 2002, p. 85; Jacobs, Janssen, & Pasquinelli,
2007; Innala, 2007). When the issue of pornography’s effects is broached, the dis-
cussion is rarely couched in relative terms with a view to online usage of moderate
intensity or other factors which co-determine an individual’s sexuality.

Sex Shops on the Internet

There are numerous sex shops on the internet. Sexual products – including toys,
sexual aids, lingerie, condoms, aphrodisiacs, and erotica – are sold online by both
mass-market retailers (such as www.amazon.com) and specialized sex shops (such
as www.adultshop.com). The visibility and easy accessibility of sexual products on
the internet might contribute to the increasing normalcy with which the use of such
products is viewed, as large segments of the population can now familiarize them-
selves with and purchase such products discretely (e.g., older adults, Adams et al.,
2003). Online sex shops geared toward women (such as www.annsummers.com;
www.goodvibrations.com; www.marg.at) present dildos and vibrators as fashion-
able lifestyle products while communicating new images of female sexuality
(Attwood, 2005).

In accordance with the Sexual Behavior Sequence Model, online sex shops can
be classified as a sexual stimulus that triggers various physiological, affective, and
cognitive reactions in the user depending on his or her predispositions. These reac-
tions can prime the user for sexual activity and also impact the nature of the activities
engaged in (Fisher & Barak, 2000, p. 579). There are currently no empirical studies
available concerned with investigating the contents and forms of online sex shops
(e.g., in contrast to offline sex shops), their clientele, the ways in which they are
used, and their effects.

Sex Work on the Internet

While pornography on the internet has been the subject of a large number of studies,
very little research has focused on the topic of sex work.
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Offline Sex Work

The internet now plays a central role in the marketing of sex tourism, prostitu-
tion, and other forms of offline sex work (e.g., strip clubs). Many feminists reject
prostitution on the principle that it is a form of sexual exploitation. They argue
that the internet encourages sex tourism and prostitution while lending it a patina
of normalcy (Hughes, 2000, 2003; Jones, 2001); that online forums concerning
prostitutes and the quality of their services impart a cynical view of women (e.g.,
www.utopiaguide.com; www.theeroticreview.com; Holt & Blevins, 2007); and that
online communication with customers constitutes a new form of stress for prosti-
tutes (Davies & Evans, 2007). It is posited that the internet is used in connection
with forced prostitution and the sexual trafficking of children and women (Surtees,
2008, p. 56f).

Other feminists who recognize prostitution as a legitimate occupation – on the
condition that equitable working conditions are present – have to some extent eval-
uated the internet in a positive light. The internet offers female and male prostitutes
additional opportunities to market their services, work independently, network, or
verify the identity of potential clients (Ray, 2007; Uy, Parsons, Bimbi, Koken, &
Halkitis, 2004).

Online Sex Work

A new market for sex work has developed online with the advent of live sex
shows broadcasted via webcam. A number of professional female sex workers
have reported that their activity in online sex shows (which involves respond-
ing to customer wishes in front of the camera) is much more comfortable and
safe than the prostitution they previously practiced on the street or in brot-
hels (Podlas, 2000; Bernstein, 2007). On the other hand, a potential risk is
faced by individuals who chose to enter into the seemingly unproblematic online
sex business with excessive haste, overestimating the financial rewards while
underestimating the negative psychological and social effects (Ray, 2007). The
providers and consumers of online sex services have not been systematically iden-
tified, nor have the individual consequences for participants in the online sex
business. The effects exercised by the easy accessibility of online sex shows
on the social perceptions of women, men, and sexuality also have yet to be
explored.

Sex Education on the Internet

Institutions, companies, groups, and individuals use the internet to obtain and pro-
vide information about sexuality, as well as to promote changes in attitudes and
behavior (e.g., to increase awareness about safe-sex practices).
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Access to Online Sex Information

The majority of internet users occasionally search for sex information online (Gray
& Klein, 2006). In a convenience sample of 760 Canadian students, 45% of females
and 68% of males indicated they had searched for sex information on the internet
within the past 12 months (Boies, 2002). The wide variety of content and the confi-
dentiality with which it can be obtained are the main reasons indicated for engaging
in such online searches. When assigned the task of finding online information about
condom use and sexually transmitted diseases, test participants between the ages
of 18 and 21 years in the United States were able to locate an appropriate website
within 4 minutes – or five to six clicks – on average (Smith, Gertz, Alvarez, & Lurie,
2000). If an internet-capable computer equipped with filtering software designed
to block pornographic content is used (cf. section “Pornography on the Internet”),
the most restrictive settings block out 91% of pornographic content, although 24%
of sexual information available online is also no longer accessible (Richardson,
Resnick, Hansen, Derry, & Rideout, 2002).

Quality of Online Sex Information

Which websites communicate scientific and well-founded medical or psychological
sex information? How many websites disseminate questionable or even dangerous
advice (e.g., sexual abstinence is an effective method of contraception during ado-
lescence and homosexuality can and should be cured)? Numerous questions such as
these have still to be answered. A few studies have dealt with the quality of selected
information being offered online for sex education (e.g., in terms of scope, com-
pleteness, topicality, factual correctness, web design). Varying informational deficits
were discovered in English language websites that presented information on contra-
ception (Weiss & Moore, 2003) and sexually transmitted diseases (Keller, LaBelle,
Karimi, & Gupta, 2004), as well as on Chinese websites presenting information on
HIV (Li, Lu, Yong, & Zhang, 2006). There have been no systematic comparisons to
error rates in other sources of information, though (e.g., print brochures, oral com-
munications of medical personnel). To date, it remains an open question as to which
measures best assure quality among suppliers of online sex information (e.g., quality
seals) or how one might give online users greater competence as consumers of infor-
mation in order to help them to evaluate the quality of online content more critically
themselves. A collection of links with commentary (“webliographies”) – selected
by independent experts – could help to orient individuals searching for online sex
information (e.g., Millner & Kiser, 2002).

Types of Online Sex Education

In order to ensure sexual well-being and to overcome sexual problems, individuals
need to be equipped with sex-related information (I), motivation (M), and behavioral
skills (B) (the so-called IMB model of sex education: Barak & Fisher, 2001). For this
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reason, online sex education covers a broad range of services, including, for exam-
ple, multimedia training modules for sexual communication skills, regular visits of
social workers and sex experts in online sex chats, e-card services designed to warn
former sex partners of a possible STD infection (e.g., www.inspot.org), or labo-
ratory results viewable online (Rietmeijer & Shamos, 2007). Control group studies
confirm that online interventions lead to an increase in knowledge and changed atti-
tudes (e.g., Lou, Zhao, Gao, & Shah, 2006); to date, changes in behavior have been
researched with comparatively less frequency (e.g., Roberto, Zimmerman, Carlyle,
& Abner, 2007).

Protected by the anonymity that an online forum provides, it is possible to discuss
sexual experiences and to receive information and peer advice from a wide range of
different people (Suzuki & Calzo, 2004). This form of online support also includes
online self-help groups for sexual topics – with their attendant opportunities (e.g.,
round-the-clock help, no matter where one is located) and risks (e.g., excessive emo-
tional demands; social conflicts; cf. Waldron, Lavitt, & Kelley, 2000). In scattered
instances, the internet is also being used to support sex therapy via e-mail (e.g.,
www.therelationshipspecialists.com: Hall, 2004).

Sex Contacts on the Internet

There are two forms of sexual contact on the internet: contacts initiated exclusively
for computer-mediated exchanges (online sex) and contacts leading to real-world
sexual liaisons (offline sex).

Online Sex

When engaging in online sex, partners seek to stimulate one another sexually by
exchanging explicit digital texts, images, and/or video – often while masturbat-
ing (Daneback, Cooper, & Månsson, 2005; Waskul, 2002). Cybersex partners can
be found in various online chat rooms, online communities, online games, or vir-
tual worlds (e.g., Second Life). Fleeting contacts between anonymous strangers
are possible, as are more enduring online relationships. As with solo sex, a num-
ber of sexual risks are eliminated when engaging in cybersex, including physical
violence, unplanned pregnancy, and the transmission of STDs. In contrast to solo
sex, however, cybersex offers many of the gratifications associated with partner
sex, including sexual and emotional intimacy. Due to its mediated nature and the
opportunities it offers for anonymity, cybersex helps to lower inhibitions and also
encourages particularly open communication. Sexual inclinations and preferences
otherwise concealed in the real world due to the fear of rejection can be acted out
on the internet. Participants experience this as liberating, and it often encourages
self-acceptance (McKenna, Green, & Smith, 2001).

Online sex provides participants with the opportunity to collect new sexual expe-
riences and engage in sexual activities with a diverse range of partners in a relatively
safe and playful setting. Cybersex is not “disembodied” per se. Sexual stimulation
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is experienced on a bodily level, and physical attributes and carnal reactions are
also symbolically portrayed. Cybersex allows participants to present themselves in
a much more favorable light than otherwise possible in face-to-face encounters.
By projecting a specific persona in an online setting, individuals who are other-
wise unexceptional in real-world settings can experience the lust and desire of
others: Senior citizens can become young lovers; adolescents can be taken more
seriously by portraying themselves as older. While age and skin color are frequently
altered in online settings, virtual gender swapping is much less common: Only 1%
of people regularly switch gender when going online (Cooper, Scherer, Boies, &
Gordon, 1999).

Cybersex should not be classified as a deficient substitute for “real sex,” but
should instead be understood as a specific form of sexual expression that can play
a legitimate role in the sexual and relational life of its participants (Carvalheira &
Gomes, 2003; Döring 2000; Ross et al., 2004). The degree to which cybersex is
experienced as satisfying and meaningful depends on the participants involved, as
well as their behavior and relationships with each other. Women seem to have a
stronger preference for cybersex than men (Cooper et al., 1999). In a sample of
Swedish internet users who go online for sexual reasons, women in all age groups –
aside from those aged 18–24 years – engaged in cybersex more often than men
(25–34 years: w: 35%, m: 30%; 35–49 years: w: 37%, m: 25%; 50–65 years: w:
22%, m: 13%; Daneback et al., 2005). Cybersex is also particularly popular among
gay and bisexual men (cf. Ross, Rosser, & Stanton, 2004). In a convenience sample
of Canadian students (aged 20 years on average), 13% of males and 7% of females
responded that they had visited a sex chat room within the past 12 months (Boies,
2002, p. 82).

Aside from its advantages, cybersex is primarily associated with three forms
of risk:

1. Extreme usage patterns similar to addictive behavior can result among indivi-
duals who suffer from acute psychological afflictions (i.e., cybersex addiction;
Schwartz & Southern, 2000). Not infrequently, these behaviors are accompa-
nied by the excessive consumption of other sex-related internet content (online
pornography, online sex shops; Daneback et al., 2006).

2. If married persons or individuals with a steady partner secretly engage in cyber-
sex with a third party, this – not infrequently – is registered by the partner as an
act of betrayal (so-called online infidelity) and may lead to a crisis or exacerbate
existing problems in the relationship (Hertlein & Piercy, 2006; Young, 2006).

3. Cybersex is not always initiated based on mutual consent, which can result in
unwanted sexual advances (i.e., “online harassment”) among adults and ado-
lescents (Barak, 2005), as well as the online sexual molestation of children:
Adults may pose as adolescents in chat rooms intended for teenagers and initiate
computer-mediated sexual interactions with under-aged persons. In a US-based
random sample of 10- to 17-year-olds, 18% of girls and 8% of boys responded
that they had experienced online sexual harassment in 2005; 7% of girls and
2% of boys experienced these contacts as very unpleasant (Mitchell, Wolak, &
Finkelhor, 2007, p. 121).
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Offline Sex

In two recent surveys conducted in British hospitals, 7 and 5% of heterosexual
women, 14 and 10% of heterosexual men, and 47 and 44% of gay men had used
the internet to search for offline sex partners within the past 12 months (Malu,
Challenor, Theobald, & Barton, 2004; Bolding, Davis, Hart, Sherr, & Elford, 2006).
In a Swedish sample of individuals who use the internet for sexual purposes, 35% of
men and 40% of women responded that they had had sex at least once with a person
met online (Daneback, Månsson, & Ross, 2007). Particularly active were singles,
women between 34 and 65 years of age, and homosexual/bisexual men.

Online profiles, photos, and various dating, chat, and social networking sites are
used to identify potential sex partners; communication is undertaken by e-mail, chat,
webcam, and/or telephone conversations. These means allow relevant criteria such
as physical attractiveness, mutual personal interest, matching sexual preferences,
and preferred safe-sex practices or HIV status to be clarified in advance. Prior to
meeting in the real world, potential partners sometimes engage in online sex (cf.
section “Online Sex”) and/or telephone sex in order to test their sexual compatibility.
Among a large number of potential partners a selection is finally made through this
filtering process (Couch & Liamputtong, 2007; Padgett, 2007). The internet expands
opportunities for sexual contact among people who live in geographic isolation, as
well as among people who seek partners for specific sexual practices, who do not
want to be visible on a public stage, or who have little access to typical locations
where sexual partners can be met (e.g., people with physical impairments; ethnic
minorities).

The online search for offline sexual partners shares the same risks as online sex,
as both activities can lead to patterns of addictive behavior. Both of these forms of
sexual activity can also be associated with unfaithfulness and relationship problems.
Sexual harassment and the sexual abuse of children are further potential risks: Some
child molesters, for example, attempt to contact underage children on the internet in
order to meet with them in real-world settings (Malesky, 2007). Although some chil-
dren have been molested by pedosexuals who use the internet to identify and meet
their victims, the number of children abused in this manner is exceedingly small
in relation to the high number of sexual attacks perpetrated in everyday social set-
tings, despite the intense media attention called to the internet as potential source of
abuse (Döring, 2007). All the same, the internet plays a role in sexual crimes against
minors by family members and acquaintances (Mitchell, Wolak, & Finkelhor,
2005).

Beyond the aforementioned risks, the online search for offline sex is also pre-
sumed to foster the spread of sexually transmitted diseases (particularly HIV). This
is because homosexual and heterosexual individuals who seek out sexual partners on
the internet tend to be more sexually active, more willing to take risks (i.e., more fre-
quently decline to practice safe sex), and more often affected by STDs (McFarlane,
Bull, & Reitmeijer, 2000; McFarlane, Bull, & Reitmeijer, 2002; Liau, Millett, &
Marks, 2006). Targeted preventive measures on the internet can help to ameliorate
this self-selection effect (Bull, McFarlane, Lloyd, & Rietmeijer, 2004; cf. section
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“Types of Online Sex Education”). The possibly increased risk of unplanned preg-
nancies has not yet been investigated. Likewise, there is lack of empirical evidence
as to whether sexual attacks or violations of consent occur with greater frequency
when contact between adults is initiated via the internet as opposed to other means.
Last but not least, there is also a lack of data on the success or failure rates of online
attempts to arrange for offline sex (e.g., problems with no-shows or misleading
online self-descriptions).

On the whole, studies exploring the problems and risks associated with the online
search for offline sex comprise the bulk of scholarship in this area. Virtually no pub-
lications describe this type of behavior as largely ordinary and harmless (Daneback
et al., 2007). Even rarer are studies which expressly examine the benefits arising
from this behavior as viewed by its participants – e.g., expanded opportunities for
sexual enjoyment.

Sexual Subcultures on the Internet

When a sexual minority is unfairly discriminated against (e.g., lesbians and gays),
one rightfully welcomes the emancipation and empowerment that internet usage
can bring. By providing an easily accessible platform for the establishment of con-
tacts between individuals of similar creeds and sexual orientations, the internet can
ameliorate social isolation, facilitate social networking, strengthen self-acceptance
and self-identity, help to communicate practical information, and encourage politi-
cal activism, among other things (e.g., Hillier & Harrison, 2007; McKenna & Bargh,
1998). To some extent, online sexual subcultures have also been subject to processes
of commercialization (as seen with the outgrowth of online sex shops or commercial
dating platform addressing specific sexual minorities). The internet is an important
place of refuge for individuals who do not have access to urban subcultures by
virtue of social restrictions or their place of domicile (such as homosexual youths
in rural areas). The spectrum of sexual subcultures on the internet encompasses
homosexuality and bisexuality (e.g., Heinz, Gu, Inuzuka, & Zender, 2002; Lev
et al., 2005; Nip, 2003), transsexual and transgendered individuals (e.g., Gauthier
& Chaudoir, 2004; Shapiro, 2004), cross-dressers (Hegland & Nelson, 2002), as
well as sadomasochists, practitioners of fetishism and polyamory, or asexuals (e.g.,
www.asexuality.org).

By contrast, the use of the internet by some sexual minorities is often perceived as
a danger, particularly by those viewed as rightfully ostracized for engaging in behav-
ior harmful to themselves or others (Durkin, Forsyth, & Quinn, 2006). It is feared
that the online presence of these deviant minorities could help to justify socially
unacceptable forms of sexual behavior, strengthen the development of pathological
disorders, or even encourage criminal activities. For example, posts which seek to
legitimize the sexual abuse of children are circulated in online forums frequented by
pedophiles, as recent research has shown (Malesky & Ennis, 2004). Online forums
geared toward other varieties of sexual deviation with the potential for grievous
harm (including amputation, cannibalism, and barebacking: Grov, 2004; Tewksbury,
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2006) are also seen as a danger. On the other hand, due to the visibility of such sub-
cultures on the internet, they can be addressed by research and interventions more
easily.

Conclusion

Although the number of studies on internet sexuality increases every year, there are
still a number of research gaps: For example, English publications concerning sex-
ual internet use in Islamic countries are missing. Studies on the growing numbers
of older users are exceedingly rare. Quantitative data representative of the popula-
tion at large are lacking for numerous aspects of internet sexuality. There is also
a marked deficit of qualitative studies concerned with how online sexual activities
are processed cognitively and emotionally by individuals, as well as with how such
activities fit into an individual’s sexual biography and impact relationships between
sexual partners. Conspicuous is that virtually no studies have investigated how ado-
lescents in fact could benefit in their sexual development from various forms of
self-determined internet sexuality (e.g., online pornography, online sex). Additional
academic work that critically engages with the current state of research in internet
sexuality to expose gaps in research, uncover implicit ideological assumptions, and
contribute to theory formation would be beneficial.
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